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DESCRIPTION:

In this interactive session, we will discuss the role of a Deaf Mentor or Deaf Adult Role Model in the
home and how they can be used to foster a love of reading from the start. In the book, Far From the
Tree: Parents, Children, and the Search for Identity by Andrew Solomon, Solomon talks about how
important it is to connect with others of the same identity. When supporting learning how to
encourage fun and interactive reading experiences, it can be beneficial to have a Deaf Mentor's
support. Using a Deaf person's point of view, a Deaf Mentor can point out subtle cues that naturally
engage the child, no matter the age, with books and teach parents and providers how to capitalize on
those cues. We will also present specific strategies that anyone can use when preparing to read with
a deaf infant or toddler and we will provide books for hands on practice in applying these strategies.
In addition, we will share specific templates and resources for families and providers to use to create
READ Kits that can be used to foster a love of reading in any home.

Learning Objectives:
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- The participant will be able to explain the role of a Deaf Mentor and how a Deaf Mentor can support
reading/language development.

- The participant will be able to identify 3 strategies to use when reading with their deaf child.

- The participant will be able to develop a plan for activities to correspond with a chosen book.

PRESENTERS: Karla Giese, Michelle Mendiola, Karen Aguilar

Karla Giese, lllinois State University: Karla is a deaf adult, experienced in many modes of
communication: written, spoken, signing, and cueing. She is an active advocate for deaf education
and access to literacy for all deaf children and passionate about comprehensible communication
access. Currently, Karla is the Coordinator of CHOICES for Parents, a statewide information, advocacy,
referral and resource program for families of children who are deaf and hard of hearing. Karla is also a
doctoral candidate at lllinois State University with a focus on deafness, early intervention, and parent
support. Karla has worked with deaf and hard of hearing children of all ages, from birth to age 21,
across all educational settings, and using all modes of communication. As a student of deaf education
programs, a teacher in deaf education programs, and an administrator of deaf education programs,
Karla has come full circle and enjoys sharing her experiences with others.

Michelle Mendiola, Chicago Hearing Society: Michelle Mendiola is a Deaf adult and is married to
Jason McKinnie with three daughters, including Jayla and Jaede who are both hard of hearing. She is
the Manager of the Community Outreach & Advocacy at the Chicago Hearing Society, a division of
Anixter Center. Michelle oversees the Youth Program, Adult Role Models in Education of the Deaf
(A.R.M.E.D.), and a statewide Deaf Mentor Program. Michelle's other job duties include providing
counseling, crisis intervention, advocacy, information & referral to appropriate community resources
for services, coordinating income tax assistance program and overseeing the lllinois
Telecommunication Access Corporation (ITAC) Program and also CHOICES for Parents. Michelle has
given numerous trainings and presentations on different Deaf-related topics. Michelle is personally
and professionally active in the Deaf Community.

Karen Aguilar, Chicago Hearing Society: Ms. Aguilar is the Director of the Chicago Hearing
Society, a division of Anixter Center, that provides social services and advocacy, youth programing
and mentoring, a hearing health clinic and interpreter referral service throughout lllinois. CHS houses
the CHOICES for Parents Coalition, Deaf Mentor Connections Program and Youth Program. Ms.
Aguilar's past work includes creating a center based early intervention program for families and
providing developmental therapy, service coordination and family support. Ms. Aguilar has a Masters
of Jurisprudence in Health Law from Loyola University Chicago School of Law and has trained the legal
community on the rights of persons who are deaf or hard of hearing, and educated the Deaf
Community about their rights under state and federal laws. Ms. Aguilar has been signing since
childhood and is a nationally-certified state-licensed sign language interpreter.

WHERE: Adobe Connect- to register click:
https://usu.col.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cGVHG5pRBrwbP0x
(https://usu.col.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cGVHG5pRBrwbP0x)

**mportant Notice: Adobe Connect has made some updates to their system. Please use the app and
not your internet browser for full access, including the ability to see the captioning pod. The link to
access the app is listed below.**

Download the adobeconnect app.

e For Windows: http://www.adobe.com/go/Connectsetup
(http://www.adobe.com/go/Connectsetup)

e For Mac: http://www.adobe.com/go/ConnectSetupMac
(http://www.adobe.com/go/ConnectSetupMac)
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More download information is found at:

https://helpx.adobe.com/adobe-connect/connect-downloads-updates.html
(https://helpx.adobe.com/adobe-connect/connect-downloads-updates.html)

NOTE: If your institution does not permit you to add the above link, you may go to the above URL
directly, however, we have been advised that optimal performance is achieved via the app.

Live captioning will be provided

This webinar will be recorded and posted online at www.infanthearing.org
(http://www.infanthearing.org/)about a week after the webinar. There are no CEU’s offered for the
webinar.

If you have questions about this webinar, please contact Mandy Jay (mailto:mandy.jay@usu.edu). For
technical assistance during the webinar, please contact Daniel Ladner

(mailto:daniel.ladner@usu.edu).

Region
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East (https://tndeaflibrary.nashville.gov/event-region/east

Select the state where your organization or point of contact is located.

Tennessee

Email Address

mandy.jay@usu.edu (mailto:mandy.jay@usu.edu

No

Event Type

Accessible Programs (https://tndeaflibrary.nashville.gov/event-types/accessible-programs)
Education (https://tndeaflibrary.nashville.gov/event-types/education)

Parent Programs (https://tndeaflibrary.nashville.gov/event-types/parent-programs
Professional Development (https://tndeaflibrary.nashville.gov/event-types/professional-development
Webinars (https://tndeaflibrary.nashville.gov/event-types/webinars)
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Source URL:
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12-10-2020
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